1951

Good Time Park, Goshen, NY ¢ August 9, 1951 ¢ Purse $93,358.65

Mainliner:

A massive field of 20 went to post in two tiers in 1951 for the richest purse
in harness racing history, $98,263.93.

Driven by Guy Crippen, the roman-nosed Mainliner emerged the victor

for Ralph H. Kroening of Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Kroening's first Hambletonian
starter, Lord Steward, finished third in 1950.
Kroening, preoccupied by his engineering business, didn’t see the colt

On Wisconsin

race until the Hambletonian. Sent off at 27-1, Mainliner rated early and brushed
to the front past the three-quarters and won by two lengths over Spennib in 2:02%.

Crippen, who would die the following year at the age of 62, positioned the
colt on the rail in the second heat, sitting third most of the way. Crippen moved
Mainliner at the head of the lane, urging him to a length and a half advantage
over Scotch Rhythm in 2:04°.

» Aprivate $25,000 acquisition during the previous year’s Grand Circuit meeting
at DuQuoin, Kroening purchased Mainliner from Sep Palin. Mr. Koening’s
desire to win the Hambletonian was stimulated in part by reading Marguerite
Henry’s Born To Trot.

¢ |twas the second Hambletonian winner for Mainliner’s caretaker 71-year-old
Mickey Jackman who also “rubbed” Titan Hanover (1945).

* A “mile-track trotter” Mainliner’'s long odds (27-1) were due in part to his
previous race, the Volomite Trot on Roosevelt Raceway’s half-mile oval.
Mainliner made a break before the start and finished last.

* Probably the most memorable performance of the day was that of the filly
Scotch Rhythm, who came from 19" to finish second in the final heat, beaten
only a length by Mainliner.

MAINLINER, br c, by Worthy Boy — Sister Mary, by Calumet Adam

Driver & Trainer: Guy Crippen

Owner: Ralph H. Kroening, Milwaukee, WI

Breeder: Castleton Farm, KY

Groom: Mickey Jackman

Sale History: $3,300 yearling at Tattersalls Sale; $25,000 private purchase at
two...1 1

SPENNIB, by Nibble Hanover—Ruth Spencer, by Spencer
Driver: Fay Fitzpatrick
Owner: Hayes Fair Acres Stable .. .2 10

SCOTCH RHYTHM, by Volomite—Scotch Song, by Scotland
Driver: Ralph Baldwin
Owner: Two Gaits Farm ... 19 2

Also competed: Sugar Candy 17-4, Great Hanover 8-5, True Boy 5-12, Mighty
Fine 7-6, Watcha 6-9, Darnella 10-7, Betsy Volo 21-8, Scotlane 9-15, Mahlon
Hanover 11-11, Merritt Hanover 13-18, Overture 14-14, Lou Darnley 15-16,

Prince Colby 16-21, Irish Sweetheart 18-17, Kashaplenty 20-20.

CANDY MAN, by Guy Abbey—Taffy Volo, by Peter Volo
Driver: Harry Fitzpatrick
Owner: K.D.Owen ... 12 3

YANKEE HANOVER, by Spencer Scott—Nettie Hanover, by Calumet Chuck
Driver: Frank Ervin

Owner: Mrs. John Wehle ... 3 19

BERNIE HANOVER, by Spencer Scott—Brenda Hanover, by Mr. McElwyn
Driver: John Simpson

Owner: Cleo A. Young ... 4 13

TIME BY QUARTERS:

1/4 1/2 3/4 MILE
:30" 1:012 1:322 2:02°
:30° 1:03 1:342 2:04°

131



